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Chapter 24

The “kingdom of God” was the theme of Jesus’ teaching and ministry.

A

B.

In three of the Gospels—Matthew, Mark and Luke—the kingdom takes center stage, being
mentioned over 60 times.
Monarchy (or kingdom) is hard for us who live in a democracy to appreciate or align with.

1. Monarchy is not medieval; it is biblical.

2. A King created the universe, commanded a flood, led the Israelites to freedom,
awed foreign kings like Nebuchadnezzar.

3. The Old Testament prophets predicted a coming kingdom led by a new kind of
king—the Messiah. Zechariah 9:9

4. Jesus Christ is that new, lowly king, a Nazarene carpenter.

What on earth is God up to? God is up to a kingdom.

A. Jesus taught about the kingdom. Mark 4:3-9
1. Jesus’ kingdom weapons are not armies with swords, but farmers with seeds.
2. Three out of four people will not receive the kingdom.
B. The kingdom means God the king is here within our reach.
C. Three principles of the kingdom of God are:
1. The kingdom of God is a great treasure—Ilike a huge, expensive pearl. Matthew 13:44-46
2. The kingdom of God operates with energies we do not understand or control. Mark 4:26-29
3. The kingdom of God is a worry-free, anxiety-free realm.  Matthew 6:25-27; Matthew 6:33.
Jesus’ miracles demonstrate his royal authority and power. Mark 4:35-5:11
A. Jesus speaks to the winds and waves and they obey. Mark 4: 35-41
B. Jesus speaks to demons and they fear him and obey. Mark 5:1-11
C. Jesus introduces us to God who is King and who is “our Father” (Abba). Matthew 6: 9-10

Application: We all have a king in some form or another. We all need a king who is our Father. Jesus
has all authority in heaven and earth (Matthew 28:18). In God’s kingdom there is room for only one
king—we can’t be our own king or queen. God is creating a kingdom and you’re invited in.

People will try to get us to forsake our king (see John 6:56, 66-69). To whom will we go? Jesus in the
only king to turn to and to stay with.




