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Chapter 28 New Beginnings 

 

I. The Book of Acts is the second of a two-book set written by Luke. 

 

     A.   The Gospel of Luke describes the second phase: God finding his lost children through Jesus Christ. 

     B. The Book of Acts, written by Luke and addressed to the same person, Theophilus, as his Gospel, describes 

the third phase: God finding his lost children through the church. Acts 1:8 is the theme verse of Acts. 

 

II. The disciples, 120 of them, wait in Jerusalem as Jesus commanded. 

 A. Why Jerusalem? Because the Day of Pentecost is approaching and about a  million people  

will be in Jerusalem. 

B. On the Day of Pentecost, the 120 disciples hear a mighty wind and are anointed with tongues of 

fire as the Holy Spirit is poured out upon them.   Acts 2:1-4 

 

 C. The 120 disciples become cross-cultural missionaries, speaking the wonderful works of  

God in the languages of the world.  Acts 2:5-12 

 

 1.  The people are amazed at the miracle of the languages. 

 2. The burning question is: “What does this mean?”  Acts 2:12 

 3. The Lord-denying disciple, Peter, now filled with the Spirit, boldly declares the meaning  

of the events of Pentecost: Jesus is alive and he is Lord.  Read Acts 2:14-36 

 

 D. Three thousand respond to Peter’s explanation by repenting, being  baptized, and becoming  

the first people in the birth of the church.   Acts 2:37-41 

 

III. The massive, diverse, multi-cultural crowd of 3000 believers becomes the unified  community— 

the church.  Acts 2:42-47 

 

 A. God is finding his lost children and creating a thriving family. 

 B. The diversity becomes astounding unity by the presence of the Spirit. 

   

 1. There are no singular pronouns in Acts 2:42-27.  

 2. The church is not a collection of saved individuals; it is a community living in the Spirit of God. 

 

C. The new church met from house-to-house, eating meals together and using their homes as places of 

God’s love.   Acts 2:46-47 

 

 1.  The church spread into Judea and Samaria as Jesus commanded. 

2.  Saul of Tarsus was converted and became a missionary to the nations in the far reaches of the   

     world.  Acts 9 

 

 Application: Did you know that a military general’s command remains in effect until he issues a  

new command? Jesus’ last command is Acts 1:8.  We have a task. 

 


