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Chapter 26: The Hour of Darkness 

 

I. The assessment of Jesus’ death on the cross by the religious leaders was correct. 

 

 A.  Jesus could not both save himself and save us also. 

  1. He could save himself and leave us in eternal jeopardy. 

  2. He could save us and lose his own life on the cross. 

 B.  The algorithm of God is that God restores life to the world by the death of his Son.  

 

II. The cross reveals both the holiness of God and the severity of sin. 

A. That God is holy is a foundational truth of the Bible, presented from the Book of Genesis to the Book  

     of Revelation. 

  1.    Holy means to be set apart, to be unique; God is totally and utterly  different. 

  2.    Our holy God cannot look on evil because our sin absolutely disgusts the holiness of God.    

  Habakkuk 1:13; Revelation 3:16. 

Application: We never hear on 20/20 or Dateline, “Well, the world’s problem is sin.” We hear about government, 

                           business, education, psychology and sociology. Not a word about sin. 

 

 B. The holy God does not pretend our sin is a mental lapse or condone our sin as simple stubbornness. 

  1. God hates sin and cannot turn a blind eye to it. 

  2. God will not compromise his holiness by indulging our sinful behavior. 

 

III. God’s stern holiness operates from God’s infinite love. 

 A. God will both honor these two strong stallion emotions—his fiery holiness and His tender love;  

God’s holiness and love function together. 

 

 B. If God were only holy, we would be destroyed; if God were only love, a lack of discipline and  

correction would destroy us. 

 

 C. God’s holiness and love combine to do something unimaginable: God becomes a human being! 

  1. God as human leads a sinless life. 

  2. God as human dies on the sinners’ place. 

  3. This is the great drama of the cross. 

[read Matthew 27:45-54; John 19:28-30] 

 

D. Jesus was forsaken so that we might be forgiven and received by a holy God—this is the beauty of the 

cross. 

  1. Jesus became sin as all the sins of the world were placed by God on Jesus. 

  2. The sinless righteousness of Jesus Christ can now be ours.      2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

 

 

 

Application: On October 16, 1987 Northwest Airlines flight 225 crashed on take-off in Detroit, Michigan, killing 

155 passengers. Only four year old Cecilia survived, found walking among the wreckage totally unhurt. Just prior to the 

crash, Cecilia’s mother, Paula, unbuckled her seat belt and knelt in front of Cecilia with her arms wrapped around her 

daughter. Paula took the devastation of the crash and Cecilia lived. Paula took the fall for her daughter that she loved. 

 

God sent his Son, Jesus, who wrapped his arms around you and me, took the horrible fall with all its sin so that 

in the midst of the wreckage of this world, we might live. God is holy and God is love. Our merits do not enhance God’s 

love and our mistakes do not diminish it. 

 


